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 BE PART OF THE STORY

December 3, 2014

Dear <�rst name>, 

For more than a century, the public library has been at the heart of our 
community. It serves the young and the young-at-heart, the rich and the
poor, those who love hardbacks and those who prefer digital downloads,
and everyone in between. 

And did you know that library use is soaring? More people are using the
library today than ever before. 

Yet our downtown library home is outdated, out of space and ine�cient.
We are committed to changing this and have started to write the next
chapter. Will you be part of the story?  Please make a gift to help us
envision, plan and build a library for the 21st century and beyond.    

As you know, a library is more than books. It provides essential resources
to help people �nd jobs, learn to read, dig deeper into subjects they love,
and discover new interests at any stage of life. It is the “community living
room” that we each treasure in our own unique way. 

We need your help. We need more space for children’s programs,
dedicated study areas for teens, additional computers, up-to-date
equipment and technology, and yes, more books! 

According to the American Library Association, our library is 25% the size
it should be for our population. Please consider:

•   We have just one adult bathroom stall and one children’s stall for 1000
     visitors a day.
•   We cannot keep up with demand for electrical outlets and wireless access.
•   Our children’s room is cramped by low beams, a carryover from its use in
     the 1960’s as a parking garage.
•   We turn people away from community events due to lack of space.
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So what’s being done?
  
1)   We strengthened and expanded our board of directors,
      composed of current and past city council members and
      community leaders, dedicated to the library’s future.
  
2)   We created a strategic plan, together with library trustees,
       supporters and Friends of the San Rafael Library.

3)   We hosted speakers from two successful library campaigns
      during our 2014 Annual Meeting in October.  KG Ouye from the
      San Mateo Library and Kristin Anderson from the Walnut Creek
      Library Foundation provided inspiring and insightful guidance
      about bringing modern libraries to their communities. 

4)   We began working with the city to engage community
       stakeholders to create a vision document for our new library.
       We are receiving signi�cant �nancial support from the California
       State Library for this collaborative process—an essential step for
       us to better understand what our community wants and envisions
       for the library’s future.

Be part of the story and make a donation today.

Your �nancial support will help us move forward with our vision
and plan for a state-of-the-art library for generations to come. 
And, don’t forget to provide us with your email address, so we can
invite you to community meetings and workshops as this story unfolds. 

Please send your gift in the enclosed envelope or donate online at
www.srplfoundation.org. 

We thank you in advance!

Sincerely,

Gary Ragghianti   
President
San Rafael Public Library Foundation    

“What in the world would we do without our libraries?”- Katherine Hepburn
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